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REASONS for Paſfng the Bill for Regulating Proceedings in the Crown-Office.., 
_ Humbly Offered to the Parliament. X 


YH E- Grievances occaſioned by the ſaid Office, as now managed, are too many to 
be enumerated ; nor need they, they have been ſo Univerſal. But ſome few 

* Reaſons are here Offered againſt Appropriating the Buſineſs of Defendants in 

& certain Counties to one particular Clerk in the faid Office, which will beſt ap- 

Ro pear by. Anſwering the ObjeEtions made to the-ſaid Bill. 8$Þ © 

Objection 1. That ſuch Diviſions have been time out of mind : And that the Clerks in their ſe- 

-veral Diviſions do make-out Proceſs pro Rege gratis, and have no Reward, but to be employrd by the 


% 


:Defendants brought in by ſuch Proceſs. 

. Anſwer. Such Proceſs 1s the proper Care and Buſineſs of the Clerk of the Crown ( their Ma- 
ter: ) ;And'/what they do therein is for him, and by his Dire&tion. And until within theſe ſix- 
-ty Years, . or thereabouts, as by the Records of the ſaid Office may appear, no Clerk did ever 
.pretend-to a Right to any Diviſion, or to be employed by all Defendants againſt whom he made 
.out Proceſs:: But the Defendants were at the fame Liberty, as Proſecutors to employ what 
Clerks they pleaſed, as Attorneys, to appear, plead, and tranſact for them. 

'And-there 1s no Reaſon the Defendant ſhould reward the Clerk that fo proſecutes him, by be- 
mg confined to employ him. The Inconvenience of ſuch Confinement will appear by cen- 
Aidering:this ſingle Inſtance, which 1s the conſtant daily Practice. 

The Clerk for Szrrey Exhibits and Files an Information in Cornpall ; ( and tho the Proſecutor 
-be convinced the Defendant 1s innocent, or there wants proof to go on to Tryal yet) the Clerk 
for Cornwall ( and not the Proſecutor's Clerk ) by Proceſs compels the Defendant to come in 
.and employ him, and pay ſuch Fees as he'll Exa&t, or clſe in four Terms Outlaws ſuch De- 
fendant, who is thereupon hurried to Priſon (which 1s often the firſt Notice of theſe Pro- 
.ceedings.)) And then muſt be brought up from Cormwall to appear in perſon, and employ, in 
Reverſing his Outlawry, and in Diſcharging hum, this ſame Cornwall Clerk, and pay cight 
Pounds, or what more hel Extort. Rs 

By which Practice their Majeſties Proceſs 1s made uſe of not ſo much to bring the Defendants 
to Anſwer ſuch Informations ( for upon paying this Clerk his Fees, they are of Courſe Diſ- 
.charged ) but rather (as ſuch Clerks Tf 5 alledge ) to obtain a Reward for this Clerk. 

To:the great Oppreflion of their Majeſties Subjects, which nught in great meaſure be pre- 
vented, were the Defendants at Liberty as formerly ; for they preſume to exact upon, and abuſc 
:the Defendants, becauſe they cannot leave the Clerk of ſuch County, and employ another. 

"Theſe Clerks will not thereby be deprived of juſt Fees or Profits, only they muſt de- 
-pend upon their Diligence and Honeſty, inſtead of their Diviſions. | 

The Proceſs need not thereby be negle&ed; for theſe Clerks will have the ſame Incourage- 
ment to make them forth, for the Defendant-muſt employ ſome one, tho not confined to any 
One 1n particular. ng 

In all juſt Proſecutions the Proſecutor will ſee Proceſs made forth, or 1f that be not thought 
ns, the Clerk, who files an Information, pay be obliged, under pain,” to make out Proceſs 
'TNCECCUPON. | 

"Obie. 2. That ſuch Clerks are only to enter the Appearances, Pleas and Diſcharges of Defendants. 
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Clerks they pleaſed, as Attorneys, to appear, plead, and tranſact for them. 
And-there 1s no Reaſon the Defendant ſhould reward the Clerk that fo proſecutes him, by be- 


mg confined to employ him. The Inconvenience of ſuch Confinement will appear by cen- 
Aidering:this ſingle Inſtance, which 1s the conſtant daily Practice. 


The Clerk for Surrey Exhibits and Files an Information in Cornpall ; ( and tho the Proſecutor 
-be convinced the Defendant 1s innocent, or there wants proof to go on to Tryal yet) the Clerk 
:for Cornwall ( and not the Proſecutor's Clerk ) by Proceſs compels the Defendant to come in 
.and employ him, and pay ſuch Fees as he'll Exact, or elſe in four Terms Outlaws ſuch De- 
fendant, who is thereupon hurried to Priſon ( which 1s often the firſt Notice of theſe Pro- 
.ceedings. )) And then muſt be brought up from Cormall to appear in perſon, and employ, in 


Reverſing his mn and in Diſcharging him, this ſame Cornwall Clerk, and pay cight 
Pounds, or what more he'll Extort. 


By which Practice their Majeſtics Proceſs is made uſe of not ſo much to bring the Defendants 


to Anſwer ſuch Informations (for upon paying this Clerk his Fees, they are of Courſe Diſ- 
.charged ) but rather (as ſuch Clerks thetaldhics alledge ) to obtain a Reward for this Clerk. 
To the great Oppreſlion of their Majeſties Subjects, which might in great meaſure be pre- 
vented, were the Defendants at Liberty as formerly ; for they preſume to exact upon, and abuſe 
the Defendants, becauſe they cannot leave the Clerk of ſuch County, and employ another. 
'Theſe Clerks will not thereby be deprived of juſt Fees or Profits, only they muſt de- 
-pend upon their Diligence and Honeſty, inſtead of their Diviſions. 


The Proceſs need not thereby be neglected; for theſe Clerks will have the ſame Incourage- 


ment to make them forth, for the Defendant muſt employ ſome one, tho not confined to any 
one in particular. 


In all juſt Proſecutions the Proſecutor will ſee Proceſs made forth, or 1f that be not thought 


ſufficient, the Clerk, who files an Information, may be obliged, under pain,” ro make out Proceſs 
thereupon. 


Object. 2. That ſuch Clerks are only to enter the Appearances, Pleas and Diſcharges of Defendants. 
Inf . They have an Ordcr, that no one ſhall tranſact, or any way intermeddle for the Defen- 
dant in the ſaid Office, but the Clerk of the proper Diviſion, by which fuch Clerks ingroſles the 


whole managementof ſuch Cauſes, exact many extravagant Fees for drawing ſpecial Pleas, dil- 
charging Proceſs, and for Sollicitations. 

Objed. 3. That ſuch Clerks have a right and free hold in their Diviſions. 

Anſw. If they have, it ought to'appear by Deed, or upon Record. To neither of which do they pretend, nor are 
they {worn therein. Bur the Clerk of the Crown alone hath that Evidence, oris taken notice of in as Officer in Courr. 

ObjeR. 4. The Curlitors and Philazers and other Officers have the like Diviſions, 

Anxſw. The Curſitors, &'c are admitted to their Offices upon Recod, and have Free Hold therein. 2. They only 
.mak& Out-Writs for Plaintifis, and are not employed by Defendants. 

- And this Cafe may plainly be diſtinguiſhed from theirs, by declaring in the ſaid Bill that appropriating Counties in 
this Office isan Innovation againſt Right and Juſtice, and that the ſaid Clerks have no Free Hold not Right in, or to 
the ſaid Diviſions. | 

ObjeR: 5. Any aggrieved may complain to the Maſter of the Office, Fudges, &c. and have the Clerk puniſhed. 
{> It is.apparent theſe Grievances do continue and increaſe, notwithſtanding rheſe Remedies, and if they are put 
in execution, what a Comfort is itfot a Man to run this Gantelope of Sufferings, to be art laſt revenged of his Tormen- 
tor. And therefore if that may be remedied in the Cauſe by prevention, which cannot in the Effect by Puniſhment. 
Tr is hoped that may be a ſufficient Reaſon to Paſs this Bill. 
ObjeR. 6. This Billis Promated by the Toung-Clerks in the ſaid Office. 
Anſw. This Bill appears to be of publick Concern by the Reaſons herein Offered. 
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